Urgent Environmental Petition! 
Stop The The On-Going; Ruthless Violation of The South Eastern Water Towers of Pakistan. 
Galliyat, Abbottabad District, Hazara Region: Pakistan. 


| TAKE ACTION 


‘SIGN OUR PETITION 





“In Wildness is the Preservation of the World.” Henry David Thoreau,1862. 

The Entire World 1s Facing the threat of Global Extinction, never before witnessed by humanity. 
Scientists predict that more than | million species are fast-tracked for extinction within the next few 
decades. Now Climatologists are Warning us that Humanity is faced with the most serious existential 
threat, due to the laissez-faire attitudes of Dialectic Materialism and Pseudo Intellectual Existentialists. 

The Immediate Problem. 
“Pakistan has 14 National Parks, 84 Wildlife Sanctuaries and 76 Game Reserves in addition to 


Several Reserve Forests, Protected Forests and State Forests. However, Pakistan's Protected Areas 
system suffers from the following shortcomings: 


e Haphazard Designation. 

@ Nature Conservation Reviews have not been Carried out (even in Internationally Designated 
Ramsar Sites). 
Main Focus is on Game Species; Other Animal and Plant Species have been Ignored. 
Areas Notified under the Forest Act have, Simultaneously, been given another Designation 
under Wildlife Legislation. 
All Ecosystems are not Represented. While Some Ecosystems are Under Represented. 
Boundaries have not been Worked out According to Ecological Considerations. 


Communal and Privately Owned Property is not Represented. 

Conservation Values of PAs are not Fully Known. 

Critical Habitats of many Endemic, Unique and Endangered Species are not Represented. 

Only a Few National Parks have Management PLans. 

There is no Real Government Commitment to the Management of PAs. 

Local Communities are not Involved in the Management of Protected Areas, hence their Attitude 


towards PAs and park Management 1s Hostile. 

Given this Situation, it is Evident that there 1s a Pressing Need for a Protected Area Systems 
Plan to be Developed for Pakistan.””! 

However, We Oppose INGO Intervention to Reinvent The Wheel as the European Union has 
recently Funded such a Plan for Pakistan. 

Moreover, it 1s The Local People who Need to Prepare Their Own Plans, In Their Own 
Languages and that too as Sustainable Development Action Plans, NOT the Jargon filled; Cultural 
Invasion in a Foreign Tongue that is merely used as a Cover for Bribing Government Officials with 
Heavy TA/ Das and is Restricted to ‘Meetings for Eating’ and Social Espoinage, and that too by 
Agencies that are themselves recipients of Donor Funding. 

In Pakistan, the Current Forest Cover extent and Deforestation Rates are Contentious Issues 
among Stakeholders. According to the First Comprehensive Remote Sensing Based on a National Land 
Cover Assessment under the Forestry Sector Master Plan (FSMP), the Forest Area Totals 3.59 million 
ha, which is 4.1% of the Total Land Area of Pakistan.’ 

The KP Wildlife (Protection, Preservation, Conservation and Management) Act 1975 provides 
for the creation of various categories of protected areas: national parks, game reserves and wildlife 
sanctuaries. In Abbottabad district, two such protected areas have been designated: 

One is The Ayubia National Park, spread over 3,312 ha, which was established in 1984 with the Aim of 
Preserving Nature and Natural Processes in a Viable Representative Area of the Gallies Forests. It 1s 
also Pakistan’s Only Leopard Reserve. 

Responsibility for Many other Sectors has been Devolved to the District Level, Forest 
Management Continues to Lie Within the Jurisdiction of the Provincial Government. Currently, 15,558 
ha of Reserved Forest, 8,225 ha of Guzara (Private) Forest and 808 ha of Cantonment and Location 
forest are managed by the Gallies Forest Division through five Ranges: Abbottabad, Bagnotar, 
Birangali, Dongagali and Thandiani. 

Over the Decades, Unsustainable Land Management Practices such as Fuel Wood Harvesting, 
Overgrazing and Unchecked Urbanization have led to Deforestation; Water Shortage; Landslides and 
Flash Floods. The Livelihoods of the Locals are Threatened along with the Biodiversity of the Region.” 

Working plans have also been marred by the department’s timber orientation, as opposed to an 
integrated natural resource management approach. Partial implementation, the absence of monitoring 
and coordinating mechanisms, and repeated revisions and extensions spurred by vested interests, have 
all served to defeat their original purpose. 

The Protected Areas System Covers just 6% of the Land Area of Abbottabad. 


1 Abdul Latif Rao Program Director, Strategies Support Unit, IUCN. Pakistan Protected Areas Meeting. 

2 Government of Pakistan. Forestry Sector Master Plan; Ministry of Food and Agriculture: Islamabad, Pakistan, 
1992. 

3 https://tribune.com.pk/story/1480650/beautiful-ayubias-trees-animals-will-gone-not-conserved 


Immediate Action Required: 
Establishment of Green Sector Development Agency: 

With Overall Responsibility to cater to Renewable Natural Resources; Biodiversity including 
Fish, Fauna and Flora; Water; Air and Soil Pollution; Zoning; Protected Areas & Parks. 

Management of Local Resources. 

Local communities must be Legally Empowered to Manage Natural Resources in their own 
Areas, and to Share in the Income Derive from the Sustainable Use of Biological Resources. Doing so 
will Increase their Stake in Participation and Strengthen their Commitment to Biodiversity 
Conservation. Such Initiatives have to be Translated into Binding Covenants, Bolstered by Political 
Will and Institutional Support. 

Devolution: 

Lip Service to Devolution to District and Village Ward Level of Local Self-Governance must be 
stopped and Active and Dynamic Communities Must Be Sponsored. 
Land Grabbing/ Encroachment: 

Immediate Community Led Survey of Encroached Lands Must Be Carried Out, All Violators 
Must be Prosecuted and Lands Vacated. Recent Attemps By High Officials to Introduce Hotels and 
allot Plots in the National park Must be Stopped and Punishment Be Awarded to the Perpetrators. 
Biosphere Reserve Status: 

At present Ayubia National Park is a Category V Protected Area under the [UCN definition as a 
Protected Landscape/Seascape. This is not acceptable and the Park Must be Re-Categorized Biosphere 
Reserve Under UNESCO's Man and the Biosphere Programme (MAB) along with the Only Two Other 
such Reserves, the Lal Suhanra Biosphere Reserve and Ziarat Juniper Forest, to Promote Sustainable 
Development for Conservation of Biological and Cultural Diversity Under The EU Miunisterial 
Conference on the Protection of Forests in Europe, MCPFE Classification of Protected and Protective 
Forest Areas in Europe (MCPFE, 2001 and 2003). This Entails Management for Biodiversity 
Protection under Class 1.3: “Conservation Through Active Management’. Biosphere Reserves are 
‘Learning Places for Sustainable Development’. They are Sites for Testing Interdisciplinary 
Approaches to Understanding and Managing Changes and Interactions Between Social and Ecological 
Systems, Including Conflict Prevention and Management of Biodiversity. They are Places that Provide 
Local Solutions to Global Challenges.’ 

Monitoring & Evaluation: 

Along with Dynamic, Locally Developed Sustainable Development Management Plans, The 
Management Effectiveness Tracking Tool (METT) Developed to help Track and Monitor Progress in 
the Achievement of the World Bank/ WWF Alliance Worldwide Protected Area Management 
Effectiveness Target. 

Also The International Conference on the Contribution of Criteria and Indicators for Sustainable 
Forest Management: The Way Forward (CICI-2003) Guatemala City, Guatemala, Must be Emplaced 
and as per their Aim C&I Champions within Countries Must Be Selected. 


Leopard (Panthera pardus) Reserve & Extirpated Wolves (Canis lupus): 

The leopard had become extremely rare by early 1980s and had reached the verge of extinction 
in Galiat and adjoining areas, however the establishment of this national park provided protection to 
leopards, in the Galliat, Has served to stop this trend. Since 1989, 16 humans have either been killed or 


4 https://en.unesco.org/biosphere/about 


injured in and around Ayubia National Park while leopards faced 44 human-caused mortalities during 
the same period. 
Large carnivores are integral parts of ecosystems because of their ecological roles through both 


direct and indirect interactions. Wolves (Canis lupus) Indirectly benefit plant populations through direct 
control of herbivore populations. Ecologically, reduction in the top trophic level in the ecosystem may 
bring dramatic imbalance to the ecosystem (Miquelle et al. 2005). Because overabundant herbivore 
populations can have large impacts on plant species diversity, richness, and performance (Alverson et 
al. 1988, Rooney and Waller 2003, Rooney et al. 2003, Cote et al. 2004, Allombert et al. 2005), loss of 
top predators such as leopards may have unpredictable effects on ecosystem dynamics. 

The Leopard has now been reported from all over Galliyat from Turnawai Forest in the North to 
Murree hills in the South and Margalla hills in the West. 

Ayubia National Park is too small in size to harbor large numbers of leopards because the 
average home range sizes in Nearby in Nepal leopard home ranges are approximately 48 square 
kilometers for male leopards and 17 square kilometers for females.” 

A Number of Parks, Reserved Forests; Location & Cantonment Forests and Sanctuaries exist in 
small Pockets all over Abbottabad District. Ayubia National Park is bounded on the North by Namli 
Maira and Phalkot Reserved Forests while portions of Bakot, Darwaza Reserved Forests lie in the 
South. Birot Reserved Forest lies in the East, whereas Bagh Reserved Forest lies to the West of the 
Park. A Bird Sanctuary, about which little is known and less published, has been established by EU 
Funding on the Mushkpuri 9,200 feet high Peak Area which second highest Mountain in 
the Nathiagali Hills. Much of it the Mountain is covered with Western Himalayan Sub-Alpine Conifer 
Forests. 

These Must be Amalgamated or at Least a Connecting Corridor be Provided and the Entire Area 
Should Be Fenced. Adequate Safety Precautions for Tourist must be provided along the Lines of Safari 
Parks. Location & Cantonment Forests Must be Reconverted to Reserved Forests. 

Sustainable development measures be taken to provide The Locals with Fuel Wood and Timber 
Building Materials Outside these Areas. 

Tourist Residential Facilities, like Huts and Camping Sites can be easily Accommodated on the 
South Facing Slope of the Galliyat Area, which is Currently Under Populated and Poverty Stricken. 
This would Provide adequate Recreational Areas as well as Employment to The Locals. The South 
Facing Slopes can Provide Winter Relief for Visitors due to Lower Solar Declination in the Severe 
Winters of The Galltyat. Thus extending the Tourist Season. Lastly, this area can be readily approached 
via the Murree Expressway from Islamabad. This would serve to decrease the Traffic Jams on the 
Present Western Route. Also a By-Pass Must be Constructed, Directly from Havelian Town via Dumtor 
to Nathiagull1. -_andeower (hag0) 





Grand-total 178,632 100 


5 Odden and Wegge (2005) 
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